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American promotion of freedom and opposi-
tion to tyranny—are as vital as ever.

Dean Rusk’s decency, and his loyalty to
the Presidents whom he served and to those
who served under him, remains a source of
inspiration. When he concluded his 8 years
as Secretary of State—the second longest
tenure of any American who served in that
position—President Johnson awarded him
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and he
said, ‘‘The man who has served me most in-
telligently, faithfully, and nobly is Dean
Rusk.’’

We will always treasure Dean Rusk’s con-
tribution to the United States. And we will
honor his memory by always striving to emu-
late his example.

Statement on the Northwest Forest
Plan
December 21, 1994

Today, a U.S. District Court upheld the
Northwest Forest Plan. This decision allows
us to continue to move forward in pursuit
of my commitment to the people and the
environment of the Pacific Northwest and
northern California.

For years, gridlock over the management
of public forest lands created an uncertain
future for the people of the region. It was
a problem my administration inherited, and
one that we made a priority to solve.

Just 7 months after the announcement of
the forest plan, much has already been done.
Unemployment for the entire region is at its
lowest level in years, millions of dollars have
been distributed to more than 100 commu-
nities for economic revitalization, and work
is underway to analyze and restore damaged
watersheds and protect millions of acres of
old-growth habitat. The plan approved today
will provide for a sustainable level of timber
harvesting, while protecting the environ-
ment.

In the true spirit of reinventing Govern-
ment, the plan is a model of interagency co-
operation with seven different Federal agen-
cies working together, sharing information,
and making joint decisions. It is the common
sense way to do business and will prevent
us from falling back to the days of gridlock.
We are moving forward at last, and my ad-

ministration and I remain committed to the
people, to the economy, and to the environ-
ment of the Pacific Northwest and northern
California.

Exchange With Reporters at Press
Secretary Dee Dee Myers’ Final
Briefing
December 22, 1994

The President. I thought I should come
in and get you out of hot water, since that’s
what you’ve been doing for me for years.
[Laughter]

What I want to know is, why didn’t our
Hearts games make this list?

Press Secretary Myers. That’s the things
I will not miss.

The President. Oh. [Laughter]
Press Secretary Myers. Because that

would be on my top 10 list of things I will
miss.

Q. Do you have a list, Mr. President?
The President. Well——
Q. Favorite questions?
The President. Favorite questions? No,

I—Dee Dee is my best Hearts partner.
That’s a trauma I’m trying to deal with here
at Christmas time.

No, I have nothing to say about this busi-
ness work. I just wanted to come in here and
say in front of all of you how very grateful
I am for everything Dee Dee has done for
me since long before I became President,
starting in our campaign. I reminded her of
the first trip we took together was on a little
bitty airplane, and I fell asleep, which was
some sort of omen about how helpful I would
be in answering difficult questions. And
we’ve had a wonderful professional relation-
ship. We’ve had a good personal friendship.
I think she is one of the best people I have
ever had the privilege of working with. And
I’m really going to miss her. And I’m espe-
cially going to miss the card games. And Air
Force One food is not all that bad. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. Who is going to replace her?
The President. No one is going to replace

her.
And I want you all to—I’m going to cut

you some slack. We don’t have to talk any-
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thing serious today, this is Christmas season.
And I wish you all a very merry Christmas.
I hope you have a wonderful holiday. I hope
you get some rest. And consistent with this
entirely fiscally and otherwise responsible
moment in our history, within those limits,
I hope you have a little fun at Christmastime.
[Laughter] And I hope you come back full
of energy and bright-eyed and everything,
because it’s going to be a very interesting
year next year. [Laughter] And I am really
looking forward to it, more every day.
[Laughter]

Q. Are you going to spend some more time
with us in these kinds of informal Q&A ses-
sions?

The President. Yes. [Laughter] Sure.
Q. Do you have an attitude about the

Gingrich book?
Q. When you came in, we were just asking

Dee Dee about that.
The President. You know, I made $36,000

a year for 12 years and was glad of it. I don’t
even know how to think in these terms.
[Laughter]

Thank you very much. Merry Christmas.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:30 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the White
House.

Nomination for Ambassador to Israel

December 22, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Martin Indyk as Ambas-
sador to Israel.

‘‘I am proud to nominate Martin to this
vital post,’’ the President said. ‘‘I am con-
fident his extensive background and experi-
ence in the region as well as his commitment
to furthering the peace process and the role
he has played as my adviser on these issues
will serve to promote American interests in
the Middle East.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Notice on Continuation of Libyan
Emergency
December 22, 1994

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na-
tional emergency to deal with the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States
constituted by the actions and policies of the
Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986,
by Executive Order No. 12544, the President
took additional measures to block Libyan as-
sets in the United States. The President has
transmitted a notice continuing this emer-
gency to the Congress and the Federal Reg-
ister every year since 1986.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 7, 1986, has not been
resolved. The Government of Libya has con-
tinued its actions and policies in support of
terrorism, despite the calls by the United Na-
tions Security Council, in Resolutions 731
(1992), 748 (1992), and 883 (1993) that it
demonstrate by concrete actions its renunci-
ation of such terrorism. Such Libyan actions
and policies pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and vital foreign policy interest of the United
States. For these reasons, the national emer-
gency declared on January 7, 1986, and the
measures adopted on January 7 and January
8, 1986, to deal with that emergency, must
continue in effect beyond January 7, 1995.
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency with respect to Libya. This notice shall
be published in the Federal Register and
transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 22, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., December 23, 1994]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 23 and will be
published in the Federal Register on December
28.
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